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R.K. PADMANABHA
Akademi Award: Carnatic Vocal

Born on 26 September 1949 at Rudrapatna in Karnataka,
shri R.K. Padmanabha, a distinguished Carnatic vocalist,
received his training In Carnatic music fram N.
Nanjundaswamy and H.R. Seetaraama Shastry.

Shri Padmanabha has created 38 new ragas and has
composed more than 500 compositions on diverse
subjects, He established Sapthaswara Devatha Mandir and
Diwaadasha Swara Stambha in Rudrapatna in Karnataka for
the promotion of Indian music. Shri R.K. Padmanabha has
performed In many prestigious music festivals in India and
abroad. He has trained many students.

The Department of Past, Government of India, has
published a special postal cover on Shri Padmanabha In
2021. A documentary has also been made on him by the
Tourism Department, Government of Karnataka. He has
many recordings to his credit.

For his contribution In the field of Carnatic music, he has

been honoured with many prestigious titles and awards
from various prestigious cultural institutions around the
world. These include the Ganakalabhushana from
Karnataka Ganakala Parishath (2002), the Rajyotsava
Award bestowed by the Government of Karnataka (2004),
the Karnataka Kalashree by Sangeeta Nruthya Academy,
Karnataka (2011), and the Puttaraaja National Award
conferred by Dr Puttaraja Gawal Pratishthan, Dharwad
(2018).

Shri R.K. Padmanabha receives the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Award for the year 2020 for his contribution to
Carnatic vocal music,
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